
Battle�eet Baltic

A Short History & Overview of the Baltic States

for the Politically Minded Reader

Dedicated to His Excellency, Lord Kitchener, by the Grace of God

and Republic, Lord Protector of Great Britain and Ireland

Dear Reader,
to us, safely ensconced as we are, behind our English Channel, the troubles

of continental Europe seem far removed, mere tales to be read in the Sunday
paper. But I warn you, the con�icts and crises that plague the mainland ever
threaten to spill over and disturb the serenity of these islands. Therefore it
behooves the Gentlemen of this our Commonwealth to be well acquainted with
the lands & rulers of Europe, their armies and especially their �eets, and the
ends they put them to. In this installation of my series of historcial & political
treatments, I will focus on the Baltic Sea and the nations abutting said water.
I urge the reader to not dismiss these lands as minor players, far removed from
our concerns. Imports & Exports to the Dominions of the Swedish Crown alone
amount to more than ¿3 Million per annum. Any disturbance in these waters, as
I daresay is imminent as I write these lines, could adversely a�ect our economy
in numerous ways. But enough admonition, dear reader, I shall let the facts
speak for themselves. Please note that I have eschewed alphabetical ordering in
favor of a more associative listing.

Your Faithful Servant,
The Rt. Hn. Winston Churchill,
First Lord of the Admiralty

The Union of Kalmar

Often hailed as Northern Europes most powerful nation and a guarantor of
stability and commerce in the Baltic, the Commonwealth of Sweden, Denmark
and Norway nonetheless has di�cult times ahead of itself.

Geography

The lands of the Union are vast indeed. The Scandinavian Peninsula, from the
North Cape to Trelleborg, the Danish Islands, Jutland, Schleswig and Holstein,
Western Pomerania, Iceland and Greenland are all ruled by the Union kings
with varying degrees of success. In terms of surface, then, the Union is among
the largest countries in all the world, but of course, its northern latitude and
grim winters have made for a rather low population. Resources are abundant,
however, from the grain and cattle of the green Danish islands, the copper and
iron of the Falun & Kiruna mines, the endless forest of Sweden & Norway, to
petroleum deposits in the North Sea.
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History

Despite its outward show of unity, the Union has had a turbulent history, marked
by mutual distrust among its members, political in�ghting and even civil war. In
1523, a mere century and a half after its inception, the Union seemed poised to
fall apart, as the Swedes were fed up with the Danes' attempts to dominate them.
But Swedish leader Gustav Vasa reversed the fortunes of the two countries by
seizing Copenhagen and declaring himself king of Denmark, Sweden and Norway.
He and his successors led the Union to its greatest glory, so tragically cut short
by Gustav Adolph Vasa's death at the Battle of Lützen in 1632. The House of
Oldenburg, formerly kings of Denmark, saw their chance to reclaim the throne,
leading to 15 years of civil war and a total defeat of the Danish element in the
Union. Ever since, Sweden has reigned the Union unchallenged. The Russian
principalities' attempts at gaining a foothold in Finland were as easily defeated
as claims to the Pomeranian territories by Mecklenburg. Only Napoleon, that
scourge of Europe, could temporarily shake Swedish self-con�dence, but was
ultimately forced to accept a compromise, whereby, in return for peace, his
marshal, Jean Baptiste Bernadotte, would be made Union king, replacing the
depleted House of Wittelsbach-Zweibrücken, who had succeeded childless queen
Christina in 1654. British readers will well remember the terror of these two
Behemoths of Europe, France and Sweden, united against us. Fortunately,
Bernadotte let down Bonaparte, and the rest is history. At the Vienna congress,
the Union's attempts to rewrite the map of the former Holy Roman Empire
in their favor were thwarted by the Austrians, and they retreated into their
northern isolation. A brisk industrialisation marks the bygone century, leading
to a rapid modernization of �eets and armies, making the Union one of the
foremost military powers in Europe once again. But the old ethnic con�icts
have also reasserted themselves: Denmark and Norway have largely failed to
pro�t from modern industry and trade, with the pro�ts being reaped by Sweden.
With its already shaky unity further weakening, and with rivals springing up
like mushrooms around the Baltic, Sweden will soon have to prove its mettle,
or be reduced to a second-rate power.

Structure

The Union is, as the name implies, a personal union of several kingdoms, namely
Sweden, Norway and Denmark (including Iceland and Greenland). While all are
ruled by one Monarch, currently the octogenarian Oscar II, they have their own
governments, administrations and traditions. Keeping this anachronistic struc-
ture intact has proven harder, not easier, as technology tightens the connections
between them, and King Oscar spent his entire reign integrating his three king-
doms, with mixed results.
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King Oscar II. of Sweden

The Hanseatic League

Another old power of the Baltic struggling to maintain its power and in�uence
in this new Age, the Hanseatic League used to de�ne itself through trade. But,
the Aldermen ask themselves, in this time of industrial warfare and rivaling
superpowers, is trade going to be enough?

Geography

The cities that are members of the Hanseatic league dot the southern shore
of the Baltic, but extend to the North Sea, through Hamburg and Bremen,
and down major rivers of Germany, through Cologne, Magdeburg and Dresden.
None of the member cities has substantial land property, and thus all resources
must be imported. However, the Hansa has long held a near-monopoly on trade
in the Baltic and large parts of the Holy Roman Empire, and usually has no
problems �nding the goods it needs.

History

Founded during the Middle Ages as a way for merchants to protect their mar-
kets, the Hansa �ourished from the 13th to the 16th century initially. By the
late 16th century, their in�uence was diminishing. The Union of Kalmar ris-
ing from their petty squabbles, the Polish-Lithuanian Union and the expansion
of the Teutonic Order all caused the Hansa to lose ground in the Baltic, and
elsewhere, the Lords of the Holy Roman Empire were urging inland cities to
suspend their memberships. To the Hansa in 1618, the Thirty Years War, that
seemed like a divine punishment to the rest of Central Europe, was almost a
relief. By professing neutrality, the Hansards, for the �rst time in many years,
started turning good pro�ts again. Cities, who had suspended membership for
decades returned to the fold, as it was known that the plundering armies would
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not attack a Hanseatic city, for fear of losing the trade. It was not before 1628,
ten years into the war, that Albrecht von Wallenstein broke the unwritten rule.
As new duke of Mecklenburg, he sought the submission of Stralsund, which he
planned to use as a base for naval operations against Sweden. When the city
refused, it was besieged, but with help from the other cities, withstood. Wal-
lenstein, impressed, called o� the operation and travelled to Lübeck, where he
suggested an ambitious plan on the 1630 Hansetag: with the aid of the League,
he would make himself Emperor, and the Hansa would pro�t from his sponsor-
ship. The merchants vacillated, and the Emperor recalled Wallenstein from the
North, suspecting treachery. When imperial General Tilly sacked Magdeburg
in spite of Hansard protests, he was assassinated and Wallenstein returned to
the �eld. After the Battle of Lützen, which spelled the beginning of the end
of Swedish involvement in the war, the Hansa approached Wallenstein again,
and approved his plan, �nancing an army that marched on Vienna. In 1634,
Emperor Ferdinand II had to surrender his crown to Wallenstein and represen-
tatives of Lübeck, Hamburg, Braunschweig and Cologne and seek exile in Spain.
As Albrecht I, Wallenstein made good on his promises: the Hansa was granted
trading privileges within the Holy Roman Empire that guaranteed an enormous
windfall. When the usurper died in 1642, the Electors brought back Ferdinands
son, Maximilian, but, with the war still going on, were unable to rescind the
Hansa's privileges. Ever since, the League has had a stranglehold on Imperial
trade, that has only expanded. Their wealth increasingly made them the Em-
pire's power brokers - not seeking to rule themselves, but content to in�uence
who ruled them. The Habsburgs mistrusted this merchant empire, but were
powerless to stop its expansion, and �nally became Hansard puppets, when the
League was needed to ensure the success of the Pragmatic Sanction that made
Maria Theresa empress. The French Revolution and Napoleon's rise to power
were opposed by the conservative League, but their in�uence did not extend
to France, and they had to content themselves with pro�teering during Bona-
parte's wars. Like others before him, Napoleon underestimated the League's
power, when he occupied Hamburg. The remaining cities issued an embargo
against the French and their vassal states in the Rhineland, and approached the
British crown for cooperation. With major sources of supply cut o�, Napoleon
had to compromise with the Swedes and the Poles to accomplish his goals at all,
and ultimately gave up on Hamburg. The Hansa returned to watchful neutral-
ity, and was quick to have its privileges and charters con�rmed by the Congress
of Vienna. The fractious members states of the former Empire no longer had
any means to oppose this move, and in an age of beginning industrialisation,
the Hansa was, to many of them, the only source of modern manufactured
goods. Financing factories and mines across the German states, and funding
the Hanseatische Eisenbahn- und Luftverkehrsgesellschaft, the Hansa secured
its transit into modernity. With the German principalities as their hinterland,
the Hansa now looks to the Baltic again.
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Structure

The Hansa is a federation of cities, most of which are nowadays free cities, not
beholden to any monarch. The city council (Bürgerschaft) sends emissaries to
the Hansetag, which has long become a permanent institution in the manner
of a federal parliament. It resides in Lübeck, and elects a government for the
federation, led by a Syndic, who is elected for four years. The current syndic is
Emil Ferdinand Fehling, who is also mayor of Lübeck.

Syndic of the Hansa,
Emil Ferdinand Fehling

The Teutonic Order

A seeming anachronism in this age of science and enlightenment, the last of the
knightly orders of old continues to be a major factor in Baltic politics. In fact,
its fortunes have risen in recent years, to the point that it seeks to assert greater
control over the Baltic Sea - an ambitious, and possibly dangerous proposition.

Geography

The territory of the Teutonic Order extends along the Baltic coastline, from
Pomerelia, west of Danzig, across Prussia, Samogitia, Courland and Livonia,
including the islands of Dagö and Ösel. This area includes densely settled
farmlands and extensive forests, but little in the way of mineral resources, which
the Order imports, and has created great stocks of, in preparation for possible
wars.

History

Founded in Palestine in the 12th century, the order refocused its attention after
the end of the Crusades, taking an invitation by secular lords, who were unable
to pacify the heathen Prussians, to come to Prussia and conquer it for them-
selves. Despite their success, their relationship to their neighbours, who would
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rather have had the lands of the Order for themselves, remained strained. This
strain was only worsened by the fact that the order itself was not content to
stay within the boundaries of the original agreement, and expanded throughout
the 12th to 14th centuries. In 1410, the defeat at Tannenberg put a damper on
the orders expansion, but it managed to hang on to its territories. Through-
out the 15th century, the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth put pressure on
the Knights, who continued to resist, but lost bits and pieces of their territory.
When Albert von Brandenburg considered converting to Protestantism and sec-
ularizing Prussia in 1525, a group of fanatics assassinated him, with Imperial and
Papal backing, as rumors would have it. Then, in 1547, the thing the Polish and
Lithuanians feared most, �nally happened: a ruler rose to unite the disparate
Russian principalities. Ivan IV., the Terrible, moved against Lithuania, which
had been fostering opposition against him in western Russia and won several
decisive victories. The Lithuanian army, reinforced with Polish troops, �nally
checked the Russians' progress at Minsk, but the city fell under siege and could
not be relieved. Desparate, the Commonwealth cast about for allies. However,
the Russians had checked the Swedes in the north, and the Hansa was waiting
things out. Reluctantly, then, the Sejm asked the Order for support. The con-
ditions imposed for their aid were severe, but the alternative seemed dire. The
Lithuanian nobles opposed the deal, but the Poles pushed it through, and an
army of Teutonic Knights relieved Minsk, pushed the Russians out of Lithuania
and backed the princes of Polotsk and Pskov in their attempts to disassociate
themselves from Ivan. With his plans for a Russian empire breaking apart, Ivan
retreated to a monastery, and the order retook Samogitia and Pomerelia from
the Commonwealth. In�ghting amongst their neighbors in the wake of the near-
disaster, and a Polish-Lithuanian foreign policy directed mostly against Russia
left the Order free to pursue an expansionistic policy. In 1581, they managed
to incorporate the bishopric of Riga into their territory, and expelled the Hansa
from their domains, e�ectively annihilating the Baltic Quarter. Swedish at-
tempts to expand in Livonia were fortunately ended by the death of Gustav
Adolph, and the Order rounded out its territory throughout the 17th and 18th
centuries. By this time, con�icts with the Russian principalities, and the city
of Novgorod were gaining in intensity, but aside from a sack of Pskov by the
Knights in 1702, no signi�cant victories were won. Napoleon, during his march
on Russia attempted to bypass the Knights, which should prove a major mis-
take, for when his French and Polish army was defeated by the Russian cold, the
Knights again invaded Poland and Lithuania and nearly captured a retreating
Bonaparte. After the Battle of Leipzig, where Teutonic forces fought with dis-
tinction, the Order was able to secure the Vienna Congress' approval for taking
over almost half of Lithuania, including Kaunas, Vilnius and Hrodna. Forceful
industrialisation has further improved the Order's fortunes, even though many
of the materials for this had to be imported from Russia and Poland. Conse-
quently, the Order is looking at the Baltic Sea (as well as western Russia) as
potential sources of raw materials, and making plans for expanding its control
there.
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Structure

The Order is still organized on the lines of the charter it adopted in the Middle
Ages. A Grandmaster runs the order from its headquarters at Marienburg,
commanding the Landmeister of its dependent provinces in Prussia, Livonia,
Samogitia and Riga. These in turn oversee the Komture, each of whom provides
local government to an area approximately the size of a county. This top-
down, feudal structure allows the order quick implementation of new policies
and a great amount of control over its territories, but they disempower the
people and strangle free enterprise. The Grandmaster, Eugen von Habsburg, is
therefore ever alert for plots both bourgeois and communist, to overthrow his
harsh regime.

Eugen von Habsburg,
Teutonic Grandmaster

The Kingdom of Poland

A newcomer to Baltic politics, Poland has long focused its attentions inward,
or eastward at best, and still seems inclined to take little heed of its maritime
possibilities. However, its monarch is determined to make up for lost time, and
his adventurism only adds powder to the Baltic keg.

Geography

Stretching from the Oder to the Dniestr, Poland is a large country, rich in
agricultural and mineral resources, and densely populated. Its largest cities,
Warsaw, Cracow, Lodzh, Lublin and Lvov are centers of a budding industry,
powered by Silesian coal, wood from Zhytomyr and steel from central Poland.
The country sells most of its products to Western Europe, but also maintains a
brisk trade with its neighbours.
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History

Modern Poland was formed in 1385, when Lithuanian duke Jogaila converted to
Christianity and became Wladislaw Jagiello I, king of Poland-Lithuania. The
next 150 years were a success story, with the decisive victory over the Teutonic
order in 1410 and large territorial gains on all borders. In 1547, the Russians
under Ivan IV. put the �rst damper on Polish-Lithuanian success, and inter-
nally, power had begun to shift from the king to the landed nobility, gathered
in the sejm. With the aid of the resurgent Teutonic knights, the Russians were
defeated, however, and the Polish nobility, freer and more prosperous than else-
where in Europe, brought economic success and cultural achievement to the
country. In 1572, the Jagiellon dynasty died out, and the sejm began a tradi-
tion of importing foreign kings with no local power base, to further consolidate
its control of the Commonwealth, as the country was now called. Foreign pol-
icy focused on preventing a recurrence of the 1547 disaster through increased
in�uence on the Russian principalities, which included electing Russian princes
kings of the Commonwealth, so as to bind their Russian domains to the Polish
cause. However, the nobility became complacent and began to focus on internal
disputes, as no major foreign enemies seemed to threaten the vast and powerful
Commonwealth. In 1648, the Cossacks of Ukraine rose against their masters
and established an independent nation. Still struggling with the loss of its
easternmost territories, Poland-Lithuania became a target for her neighbours.
Sweden invaded the country, attempting to gain further continental territory
and the Teutonic knights claimed large tracts of land in Livonia and Pomerelia.
When the Swedes made peace in 1666, Poland-Lithuania nearly lay in ruins. A
short period of national unity, sparked by the crisis, allowed Poland-Lithuania
to reestablish itself as a military power, but the golden days of the Jagiellons
never returned. The 18th century brought economic and military reforms and,
no longer considered a major player in European politics, Poland-Lithuania was
spared from further wars. The rise of Napoleon ended this. The corsican dic-
tator, bogged down in Germany by Hansard boycotts and threats of Austrian
reprisals saw his plans to conquer Europe in danger, and approached the sejm
for aid. Eagerly grasping the opportunity to reestablish themselves as a greater
power and to �nally solve all their problems with Russia, the Polish-Lithuanian
nobility readily agreed to an alliance and raised a powerful army that linked
up with Bonapartes 'Grande Armee' to invade Russia. The Russian princes
attempted to resist, but internal disputes prevented e�ective coordination, and
it took a desperate maneuver from the Grand Prince of Muscovy, Igor II, who
attacked the other principalities, while their armies were �ghting the French
and Polish troops, leaving only scorched earth behind. The French and Pol-
ish armies, exposed to the harsh Russian winter and �nding their supply lines
under attack from Teutonic knights, were forced to retreat. Exhausted and em-
barrased, Poland cancelled the alliance and, a year later, attempting to pro�t
from the impending French defeat, joined the war against Napoleon. This gained
them some credit at the Vienna congress, allowing them to reclaim some of their
eastern territories, and adding Eastern Pomerania to their domains. The con-
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servative sejm was willing to leave it at that, but with the disillusionment after
the lost war in Russia, the population sought new identi�cation �gures. The
sejm sought to promote national unity by electing the popular general Jozef
Chlopicki to the throne, but the plan back�red. The energetic new king used
his popularity to reclaim some lost ground for the monarchy, and on his death
in 1854, the monarchy was almost balanced with the sejm. His successors man-
aged to hold onto this power, limited as it still was, and the current king, Adam
I, although himself from noble Polish blood, is actively engaged in increasing
his in�uence at the cost of the sejm. An o�ensive foreign policy, centered on
the Baltic, is meant to reestablish Poland as a major power. With only a single
useful naval base (at Szeczin), and opposition on principle from his parliament,
Adam I will have a lot of work to do.

Structure

Poland (Lithuania was dropped from the unwieldy name in the 18th century)
is a constitutional monarchy, ruled by a parliament of landed nobles, called the
sejm, in conjunction with a king, who is elected by parliament and whose deci-
sions can be vetoed by a two-thirds majority of representatives. This structure
has historically favored the nobility over the central authority, but recent devel-
opments have strengthened the role of the king. He is now commander-in-chief
of the army and navy and can make foreign policy unless vetoed. Since the
sejm is currently split between an Imperialist party seeking expansion of Polish
power and a Conservative party, seeking stability above all, it is unlikely that
a veto-majority can be found, if the king decides to make war on his neigh-
bours. The lower classes �gure very little in this game of politics. Many remain
serfs, and none have political representation. A small, but dangerous communist
underground caters to them.

Adam I,
King of Poland
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The Commune of Novgorod

O�cially entitled Sovietskaya Kommuna Velikego Novgoroda (Soviet Commune
of Greater Novgorod or perhaps 'Novgorod the Great'), this largest of all the
Russian principalities used to have a merchant city for its prince, but the events
of 1905 revolution have created the �rst communist state ever, an event that has
sent shockwaves across the Baltic and may have repercussions for all of Europe.

Geography Novgorod lies in northeastern Russia, just north of Lake Ilmen. It
is connected to the Baltic Sea by the Volkhov and Neva rivers and Lake Ladoga.
The territory traditionally governed by the Republic of Novgorod extends far
to the east, all the way to the river Ob in Siberia, north to the Kola peninsula
and southwest to Lake Peipus. All these lands are bitterly cold and hostile
to human habitation, but rich in furs, wood, coal, iron and silver. While the
commune experiments with cold-resistant strains of common crops, the country
still depends on food imports from the warmer parts of Russia.

History

Novgorod emerged as a trading place for Viking and Slavic people in the early
middle ages. By the 14th century, its wealth of furs had attracted the attention
of the Hansa, who founded a kontor in the city, leading to an in�ux of money
and goods from the west. Novgorod expanded its control over large parts of
northern Russia, allowing it to increase its production and thereby its income.
Such wealth naturally attracted jealous minds, in this case the princes of Mus-
covy, who attacked and occupied Novgorod in 1471. While the merchant class
�ed to their Hansard allies, the common people were forced to pay the tribute.
With the defeat of Ivan IV., the Merchants returned at the head of a mercenary
army sponsored by the Hansa and retook their city. The old community, how-
ever, could not be reestablished. After 60 years under the Muscovite knout, the
populace resented the defection of their leaders and the Hansards, previously
only one element of the city economy, sought to be repaid for their aid in power.
Several upheavals were put down with the aid of foreign mercenaries, adding
to Novgorod Russian the word Flamandets (Fleming) as a derogatory term for
westerners. In 1581, the Teutonic Knights e�ectively cut the Hansa o� from
its eastern kontors, allowing the Novgorodians to escape their dependency. An-
other rebellion left the merchants with their backs to the wall. They signed an
agreement with their lessers, known as the natsalo (basics). This constitution,
one of the �rst ever, regulated Novgorod life for the next two hundred years. A
merchant senate continued to govern the city and appoint public o�cials, but
the common people elected their own representatives, who could veto the sen-
ate's decisions. Over the years, this agreement was continually hollowed out by
the patricians, who acted as a unit, to the detriment of the people, who could be
played o� against each other, especially after the right to vote was extended to
the inhabitants of the hinterlands. Uralic miners, Archangelsk trappers, Ladoga
�shermen and Novgorod city-folk could be e�ectively divided and ruled over.
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Throughout the 17th and 18th century, trade with the Hansa, Sweden, the
Knights and Russia added to the wealth of Novgorod, and their trade in wood
and shipping supplies extended even to Britain. Napoleons invasion threatened
another setback, but the Grande Armée avoided Novgorodian territory and the
Muscovite raiders only devastated some of the remoter areas. Another problem
was beginning to weigh more heavily on the minds of the senate: throughout the
centuries, ships had steadily grown in size and draft, and were now barely able
to reach Novgorod's harbour, far up the Volkhov River from the Baltic. The
Hanseatic cities, several of which found themselves in a similar situation, had
responded to this by founding small coastal ports downstream from the main
cities, but the swampy terrain west of Lake Ladoga made that seem impracti-
cal. Archangelsk, the only other port in Novgorod territory, is frozen solid nine
months out of twelve, and did little to relieve the situation. Thus trade began
to slowly dwindle, especially as steam ships with iron hulls were introduced,
that no longer could reach Novgorod at all. Industrialization nonetheless had
made its impact on Novgorod, and as export chances vanished, pay rates began
to drop, leaving the working class underpaid and underfed. When the indus-
trialists and merchants �nally realized that action was urgent, for they could
no longer squeeze money out of the workers, they raised an army in 1905, in
order to invade Livonia and gain a Baltic port for their exports, promising the
recruits a return of the glory days. Their badly armed, badly trained and hun-
gry peasant and worker soldiers were no match for the Teutonic Order's elite
troops, however, and their advance rapidly turned into a rout. Soldiers began
to refuse being sent to the front lines, and mass mutinies shook the Novgoro-
dian army. These were the �rst stirrings of a beast that had lurked under the
surface of Novgorod's society for decades, suppressed by hardline policing and
persistent bans: Communism. Its soviets (councils) sprung up like mushrooms,
organizing the army and the working class against the senate and its war e�ort.
Only two months after the beginning of the war, the senate was disempowered,
its members arrested as 'class enemies' and their property con�scated by 'the
people'. The commisars began to whip the troops into a fanatical frenzy to
defeat the 'reactionary Flemings' of the Order, and with bloody sacri�ce and
�erce determination fought the Knights to a standstill. Both sides agreed to re-
spect the status quo ante and licked their wounds. Since then, the Communists
have made every e�ort to eradicate the traditional Novgorodian social order
and impose their own dubious ideas. A new natsalo was penned in 1907, which
nominally gave all power to the workers and peasants, but in practice, the Com-
munist Party of Novgorod the Great (KPVN) pulls the strings of the soviets.
With a new naval base forged out of blood and sweat in the Neva swamps and
called Leningrad, after one of the martyrs of the revolution, who was executed
by the senate, the Party now looks to the Baltic as a �rst foothold in their quest
for world revolution. The Russian princelings are quaking in their boots at the
thought of being the next Novgorod, and the Baltic powers wearily watch their
lower classes for signs of Communist insurrection, for there can be no doubt that
agents of the Mensheviks are already hiding among them like roaches under the
�oorboards.
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Structure

According to its own proclamations, Novgorod is a democratic commune, gov-
erned by councils (soviet) elected by the working classes. However, only dedi-
cated and thoroughly vetted party members ever make it to the election lists.
The Supreme Soviet resides in the city itself, its delegates elected by the lesser
provincial soviets from among their members. Depending on the size and pop-
ulation of the province, a soviet can have as may as a hundred or as few as
�ve members. The Supreme Soviet currently numbers 190 delegates, who deter-
mine national policy and appoint ministers and generals to the National Com-
mittee that handles day-to-day business. This committee is currently chaired
by Alexandra Kollontai, a shrewd woman devoted to the Communist cause,
who outmaneuvered numerous men, including Party chairman Julius Martov,
to achieve her position.

Alexandra Kollontai,
National Committee Chairwoman

Finland

Most mysterious and remote among the Baltic countries, Finland remains shrouded
in rumour and speculation. Its ruler appears to be a madman, in the thrall
of some greater power that refuses to reveal itself. Its armies and navies are
equipped with frightening and unparalleled technology and its people are taci-
turn xenophobes who seem hell-bent on being left alone.

Geography

Finland occupies the Western part of the Fennoscandian peninsula, from the
Gulf of Bothnia in the West, to Lake Ladoga in the East, but also lays claim
to the eastern half and Kola peninsula, currently occupied by Novgorod. It is
sparsely settled and not overly rich in resources, but its military potential seems
to give the lie to such assessments.
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History

Finland �rst entered the scene of history during the Northern Crusades in 1249,
when the Swedish kings conquered the heathen Finns and made the land part of
their kingdom. Over the following centuries, Swedish settlers brought not only
their language and culture, but also modern techniques for farming, logging and
mining that laid the groundwork for the Finnish economy. After an unevent-
ful time as part of the Swedish domains in the Union of Kalmar, the Finns
made themselves known (and unpopular) during the Thirty Years war, when
their Hackapelite cavalry (named after their warcry, which translates as �cut
them down�) was instrumental in Gustavus Adolphus' victories, but vanished
back into obscurity after the great king's death. Throughout the 17th and 18th
century, Novgorod, increasingly desparate for a Baltic port, occasionally at-
tempted to make inroads into Finland, but the sheer might of the Union armies
precluded such a move. In the 19th century, the Finns developed a national-
ist faction, the Fennoman movement, that railed against the use of Swedish as
an o�cial language, including having to render their names in Swedish, high
taxes and lack of parliamentary representation. The Swedes relented on some
matters, recognizing Finnish as a second o�cial language and recording both
Finnish and Swedish names in passports on request. A tax reform was begun,
but the more pressing demands of Danes and Norwegians took attention away
from the Finns, whose limited numbers and traditional passivity made them
seem less threatening. Indeed, very little happened, except for acts of civil dis-
obedience and a revival of Finnish culture, which the Swedes actually supported
as an outlet for Finnish resentment. All that changed in 1902. A young o�cer
of the Finnish regiments, albeit one of Swedish descent, Carl Gustav Emil Man-
nerheim, returned from a patrol in the northern reaches of Finland with a call
for rebellion. Spread secretly at �rst, this call was widely heard, as Mannerheim
could back it up not only with charisma and bravery, but also with weapons.
Before the Swedes really knew what was happening, armed regiments of Finns
had been raised and were ready to take over the garrisons, which for the most
part had been subverted and o�ered little resistance. Outraged, King Oscar
sent a �eet and army to Finland, to restore order and remind the Finns of their
place. But the Fleet never arrived. Somewhere in the Åland archipelago, mys-
terious attackers sank the ships. Without naval support, the army could not
win a campaign in Finland, as supply lines around the Gulf of Bothnia were im-
possible to maintain. While the king angrily refused to acknowledge it, Finland
had gained her independence. Mannerheim was publicly acclaimed dictator for
life by his Fennoman revolutionaries, and while his behaviour since has become
increasingly odd, the Finns hold to him as a national hero and the army es-
pecially supports his continued rule. Still, refugees from Finland, who made it
to Sweden, speak of a power behind Mannerheims throne, the same power that
provided the weapons and ships for his rebellion, a power whose motives remain
unknown. However, with the increased appearance of strange, submersible war-
ships identi�ed as hailing from Finland in Baltic waters, it seems likely that the
hand of Mannerheim and his mysterious sponsors will soon be called.
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Structure

Very little is known about the structure of the Finnish state. C. G. E. Man-
nerheim appears to be an absolute autocrat with no checks and balances to
his power. He rules by decree, promulgated and executed through the Finnish
Defence Force, which is army, police and administration in one. A command
economy, in which the FDF requisitions whatever it needs appears to be sup-
plemented by material that seems to come out of nowhere, especially ships
and larger guns, for which Finland possesses neither the resources nor the pro-
duction capacities. The country's foreign relations are virtually nonexistent.
Mannerheim appears to hate Communism with a healthy passion, and no other
government has even o�ered to recognize Finland's independence, so as not to
antagonize Sweden.

C. G. E. Mannerheim,
Dictator of Finland

14


